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Date
….th CSO meeting, Date & Place
Request for participation of institutions from non-COST countries
COST Action FA0803 COLOSS
We, NAME, COST Office Science Officer and Peter Neumann, Action Chair, acknowledge good receipt of the motivation letter from the applying Institution and provide it as an accompanying supporting document to this official request.
1. Management Committee and DC Approvals
The COST Action FA0803 Management Committee approved at the meeting of date (or by written procedure on date), the request for a non-COST country participation, based on scientific merits.
Name of Institution from non-COST country
	NAME
	Shi Wei

	ADDRESS
	Bee Institute of Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences 

Xiang Shan 

Beijing 100093

	COUNTRY 

+ ISO COUNTRY CODE
	China
CN

	Telephone - FAX
	+ 86 10 62599935 - + 86 10 62599935

	e-mail
	shiweibri@

	WEBSITE
	http://www. BRICAAS.ORG.CN


Name of representative to COST Action FA0803
	NAME
	Peter Neumann

	ADDRESS
	Swiss Bee Research Centre, Agroscope Liebefeld-Posieux, Research Station ALP, Schwarzenburgstrasse 161, CH-3003 Bern

	COUNTRY 

+ ISO COUNTRY CODE
	Switzerland
CH

	Telephone - FAX
	+41 31 323 82 38 - +41 31 323 82 27

	e-mail
	peter.neumann@alp.admin.ch

	personal WEBSITE
	http://www.alp.admin.ch/themen/00502/index.html?lang=en


This request was reviewed by the members of the …. Domain Committee on date and recommended based on the scientific merits, for CSO approval.
Action end date:  dd/mm /yyyy 
2. PRESENTATION OF NON-COST COUNTRY INSTITUTION AND ITS REPRESENTATIVE
The Bee institute of Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, is presenting China in COST Action FA0803. Prof. Dr. Shi Wei, of the Bee institute of Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, is presenting China in COLOSS network (Prevention of honeybee COLony LOSSes).
3. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
China is one of the largest beekeeping countries in the world; it has six million bee colonies and about two hundred thousand beekeepers. Two Apis species (the western honeybees, Apis mellifera, and the eastern honeybees, Apis cerana) are kept in the country; both are bred for bee products (honey, royal jelly, propolis, beeswax) as well as for agricultural pollination.

In recent years, beekeepers in China are being confronted with several inexplicable colony losses with complex symptoms similar to the US and Europe. Therefore, we are very pleased to know that COST has approved the proposal on colony losses and has established the Action FA0803 “COLOSS: Prevention of honeybee Colony Losses”. We would herewith like to take the opportunity to join this important action. These kind of global problems need global co-operations.
The Bee Institute is the leading institute on Bee Sciences and Apiculture in China, and belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture. It is also the most important institute of the Apicultural Science Association of China (ASAC). In the past, the institute has co-operated with Prof. Ingemar Fries , who discovered the new Nosema species Nosema ceranae in Apis cerana in collaboration with our institute. Today this parasite is reported in many European countries also in European honey bees and is believed to be part of the current colony losses. In order to evaluate and understand the apicultural situation in China and for an improved development of beekeeping, the Ministy of Agricultural and the Ministry of Sciences and Technology has granted several projects that are related to the colony losses issue, such as: “Evaluating the negetive empact in the main honey production regions of China”, “Conservation of the Asian honeybee Apis cerana in China” and the newly established one “Apiculture net-work on innovation”. All these projects are co-ordinated by the Bee institute of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences and through them scientists, beekeeping associations and private companies are closely linked together.


4. DESCRIPTION OF MUTUAL BENEFITS 
4.1 Benefits for COST and for the COST Action
Benefits for COST:
1) COST will understand more about the present Apiculture and bee research situation in China;

2) COST will in general become more known by Chinese institutions and organizations, especially in the field of Food and Agricultural sciences.
Benefits for the COST Action
1) Due to the simultaneous presence of both natural and new hosts of several major honeybee pests (Varroa destructor, Tropilaelaps spp. and Nosema ceranae among others), large size of China, the very diverse nectar flows and bee environments (ranging from temperate climates to the tropics) as well as the species and subspecies richness of honeybees. the membership of China in the Action FA0803 will undoubtedly have sustainable benefits for all WGS of the COST Action FA0803. In particular, WG2 (pest and pathogens), WG3 (Environment and beekeeping) as well as WG4 (Genetic diversity and vitality) will benefit through unique opportunities for joint research, which are simple impossible within COST countries.
2) The membership of China will be also benefiting the beekeepers and beekeeping associations within the Actions by sharing information about beekeeeping practices and colony losses.
3) Including data from China will substantially improbe data collection on colony losses. 
4.2 Benefits for the Non-COST Country Institution
The Bee institute of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences institute in particular and China in general will benefit from: 
1) Connecting China to the COLOSS network, thereby avoiding redundancies and instead fostering the local research output.
2)  Sharing methods and integrating results from other Action participating countries will advance on all the departments of the Bee Institute (Department of Genetics and breeding, Department of bee pathology , Department of bee pollination and Department of bee production) of the Bee institute of Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences 
3) The improved control and diagnostic methods can be disseminated immediately for all beekeepers in China.
4.3. Brief description of targeted scientific activities, including Working Groups selected for cooperation
The coordination of monitoring and research with Europe, USA and the other COLOSS countries will be the primary aim. Taking advantage of the presence of Apis mellifera, Apis cerana and several pathogens (see above) will be used for joint experiments in WG2, 3 and 4. Therefore, all four COLLOSS working groups will be selected for cooperation.


In China, the scientific activities on colony losses will focus on the already established actions that granded by the Ministy of Agricultural and the Ministry of Sciences and Technology: 1) “Evaluating the negetive empact in main honey production regions in China”, 2) “Conservation of honeybees Apis cerana in China” and 3 ) “Apiculture net-work on innovation”. Scientists, beekeeping associations, breeding stations as well as local apicultural management organizations from main apicultural provinces of China have been involved. They are targeted on: 1) Identification of factors for the current major negetive empact on Apiculture, 2) To understand the role of natural vitality of Apis cerana in recent colony losses of Apis mellifera and to preserve valuable traits presentt in Apis cerana. 3) Development of control strategies for beekeepers and authorities. 
5. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS / REMARKS (including IPR if needed)
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