Summary of Day two WG1 Discussion Denmark Wednesday 16th June 2010-06-21
Discussion Points/Action Points
1. Joint Paper on Colony Losses to be produced by Romee Van Der Zee (RVDZ) and Peter Neumann.  

· There have been problems with getting the first data from 2008-09 into a paper – deadlines and busy workloads.  
· It may be better to include this data in article with the 2009-10 losses data.  
· From the information received so far there may only be data from 8 countries included due comparability of data and meeting of deadlines, although it will be a shame not to include all of the data collected. 
· Following the input of Ulrich Halekoh, ‘suggestions for statistical analysis’, very useful – need to consult a statistician before analysing the data.

· When submitting data in spread sheet a very clear distinction is to be made between zero values and Null values – if no data collected a point is to be entered not a zero value. Action Point: RVDZ to circulate note to this effect

· What to do with outliers/obvious errors in data submitted in questionnaires – should it be taken out before sending to RVDZ?  Action Point: All RVDZ will decide which to include/exclude, but in submission of data to RVDZ the person submitting the data should mark any lines which have errors or have particular problems and include explanation.

· How to calculate actual losses was presented by Denis van Engelsdorp (DVE) Proposed.  
L = Total Loss (Number Oct 1st + Number Added-(Number Removed)-Number 1st April
     


Actual Loss (Number Oct 1st + Added)

Added= Bought or Split Increases

Removed = old or given away


Addition:  Selwyn Wilkins (SW): After looking at this on my return I would suggest that this equation needs to be discussed, we would suggest another variation which makes different assumptions about colony removals/additions. Perhaps an item for the discussion forum.  
Action Point: Possible discussion point on Forum
· Privacy issues need to be considered – RVDZ has submitted abstract  to Coloss Meeting Turkey regarding Privacy Codes of Practice used in other areas

· Deadlines need to be met in order to get the paper out in a timely and relevant fashion

1. How does WG1 communicate/discuss matters
· Need definitive list of WG1 members (active?) to make communication easier and less cumbersome
· Action Point:  RVDZ to provide e-mail list
· Action Point:  RVDZ to set up discussion forum (outside of Coloss website) for WG1 users to allow discussion, particularly finalisation of Basic Level Questionnaire, in preparation for Turkey meeting.

· Action Point:  RVDZ will be assisting in the re-organisation of the Coloss website – once this is done the Forum will be transferred.

2. Management of Data Base
· DVE suggested data-base which can be accessed by other epidemiologists, who may look at the data differently etc

· Yves Le Conte (YLC) – suggested that the data belongs in the public domain due to public funding

· RVDZ suggested discussion on how it is managed, what we do with the data etc

3. Collection of Data
· Flemming Vejsnaes (FJ) circulated copies of questionnaires for info.

· FJ also included for discussion paper on Common Sense Questions Action Point: All  Respond to FJ

· DVE Suggested that questionnaire/survey consultant be contacted

· Action Point: FJ to contact Baltic beekeepers regarding participation/data collection

4. Possible Agenda Items for Turkey WG1 Meeting  4th September 2010
· Kim Nguyen to be invited to discuss Specialist Questions – Next level Questionnaire
· Results of Discussion Forum on Basic Questionnaire
· Should Through season losses (Summer) be covered by repeat questionnaire
· SW Possible Presentation on UK
· DVE - presentation
· Discussion on Database management/privacy
5. Dates for Diary - Ankara, Turkey
· 4th  September WG1 Meeting 
· 5th/6th September CoLoss Meeting &  Pre-Congress (Eurbee) tours

· 7th-9th September Eurbee Conference
· 10th-11th September CoLoss Meeting Tour to Istanbul   
