
PRELIMINARY RESULTS. 
HONEY BEE LOSSESHONEY BEE LOSSES

DENMARK 2009-2010

Flemming Vejsnæs
Danish Beekeepers Association. 

n=679 beekeepersp
13.657 colonies
20,11 col/beekeeper

Losses = 12,89 %
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COLONY LOSSES 1986 2010COLONY LOSSES 1986 - 2010 
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COLONY LOSSES 1986 2010COLONY LOSSES 1986 - 2010 
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60% OFF THE BEEKEEPERS HAVE LOW LOSSES60% OFF THE BEEKEEPERS HAVE LOW LOSSES
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Giver ingen mening at beregne pr. biavler ?
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DDistribution of bee race

50

40

en
t

20

30

Pe
rc

e

10

0

Carnica (Apis mellifera 
carnica)

Brune bier (Apis 
mellifera mellifera)

Gule bier. (Apis 
mellifera ligustica)

Buckfast bier 
(kombinations bier)

Blandingsbi (lokal race 
- hybrid)

Ved ikke

Danmarks Biavlerforening – Flemming Vejsnæs

20

CColony losses du to bee race
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AAverage honey yield 2009
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Biavler

MMigrationn duee too ccolony llosses
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No. of migration



BBeekeepers explanation

Do not now
22%22%

Weak colonies
25%

Starvation
17%

Nosema
4%

17%
Varroa

6%

Poor queens
26%
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BEEKEEPER EXPLAINBEEKEEPER EXPLAIN

152 additional explanations

Virus
Mouse
Snow
Wasp
BirdsBirds
Vandalism
Dysenteriy
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juli august september oktober november
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Ovn expectation Local expactation Real losses

COMMEN SENSE

Flemming Vejsnæs
Danish Beekeepers Association. 

Basic QuestionnaireQ
EVALUATION IS NEEDED

Case story
E3 How many production colonies did 
you have at October 1 2009?

E4 How many production colonies did 

y

200 colonies

190 coloniesy p
you have at April 19 2010?

E5 How many spits or increases did 
you make/buy between October 1 

60 colonies
y / y
2009 and April 19 2010?

E6 How many of your colonies/splits 
did you sell or remove in this period?

50 colonies
y p

Calculation ???
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• AAdded question: Visible examination (signs) for q ( g )
different pest/diseases (Question method two)

• * Are there many dead bees in front of the hive ? 
(yes/no)

• * Are there bees with outstretched tongues and 
disjointed wings ? (yes/no)

• * Does the bee colony have food ? (yes/no)
• * Crawling bees with disjointed wings ? (yes/no)
• * Are there feces all over the hive? (yes/no)
• * Are there mummies on or in the front of the 

entrance ? (yes/no)
• * Do you find mummies in the brood cells? (yes/no)
• * Scattered brood (yes/no)
• * Are the cappings dark, sunken and punctured ? 

(yes/no)
• * Are the brood cell cappings convex (yes/no)

** D dd b dd ii  i hh  ff b dd b ?? ( / )• * Dead brood in periphery of brood combs? (yes/no)
• * A rottening and thread stretching mass in the cells ? 

(yes/no)
• * Dead larvae lying with their front part turning 

upwardss ?? (yes/no)upwards ? (yes/no)
• Larvae yellowish and with visible tracheal system -

lying dead in uncapped brood cells. (yes/no)

Field guide


