Ph.D. fellow in Social Insect Pathology
Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen
Department of Agriculture and Ecology wishes to appoint a Ph.D. fellow in Social Insect Pathology from July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2013
Job description
The aim of the project is to study insect pathogenic fungi from the orders Entomophthorales (genus Pandora) and Hypocreales as they affect ant hosts of the genus Formica. The studies will include some combination of the following components: 1) Field prevalence and the temporal-spatial distribution of infections, 2) Genetic diversity of host and pathogens, 3) Host behaviour towards infected nestmates, 4) Pathogen manipulation of behaviour of infected host ants, 4) Influence of environmental factors on infection processes, 5) Additional relevant trophic interactions (for example aphids/ants/other fungi). The studies are part of the national centre of excellence, Centre for Social Evolution, www1.bio.ku.dk/english/research/oe/cse  
The appointee should ideally have qualifications within several of the following areas: 

· Entomology 
· Microbiology or mycology
· Ecology or Evolutionary biology
· Molecular biology
Qualification requirements
In connection with the appointment to the post special importance will be attached to the applicant having the professional and personal qualifications stated below: 

· Passed Master’s degree in relation to the above subject area(s) 
· Ability and interest to work with social insects and microorganisms
The Ph.D. fellow is also required to have research potential, to be enterprising and to possess good interpersonal skills.

Terms of employment
The post will be filled according to the Agreement between the Danish Ministry of Finance and the Danish Confederation of Professional Associations. The post is covered by the Protocol on Job Structure. 

The position as Ph.D. fellow requires the applicant to be approved for admission to the Ph.D. programme at LIFE when accepted for the post. 

Questions

For further information about the post, please contact professor Jørgen Eilenberg, Department of Agriculture and Ecology, University of Copenhagen, on tel: (+45) 35 33 26 92 or e-mail jei@life.ku.dk, or associate professor Annette Bruun Jensen, Department of Agriculture and Ecology, University of Copenhagen, on tel: (+ 45) 35 33 26 62  or e-mail abj@life.ku.dk 
General questions regarding Ph.D. programmes should be directed to Course Administration c/o special advisor Michael Cleve Hansen, tel. + 45 3533 2056 or head clerk Lillian Zeuthen Bjørnseth on tel. +45 3533 2172. Further information on Ph.D. programmes is available at www.life.ku.dk/English  >Education > PhD Education > Regulations. 

Application
The application should be submitted in 2 (sorted) copies; therefore it’s not possible to receive the application by e-mail. The application must include a reply e-mail address. Each application must include the following appendices marked with the stated appendix numbers:

Appendix 1: 
 curriculum vitae with documentation of education.

Appendix 2:
 material required for expert assessment (including publications, if any)
Appendix 3: a sketch of suggested research questions with reference to the announcement and applicants own qualifications (max 2 pages)
In addition to the material the applicant wishes to be included in the assessment, the Assessment Committee may include further material in their assessment of the applicant. In such circumstances, it is the responsibility of the applicant, on request, to send the material to the Committee.

Following processing of the application, any application material sent will be destroyed.

Receipt of the application will not be acknowledged, but the applicant will be kept continuously informed of the progress of the application. 

The applicant will be assessed according to the Ministry of Science Technology and Innovation Executive Order no 284 of 25. April 2008.
The application, marked 625/05253-184 should be sent to The Faculty of Life Sciences, Department of Agriculture and Ecology, The Secretariat, Thorvaldsensvej 40, stairway 2, 3rd floor, DK – 1871 Frederiksberg C., where it must be received no later than December 21, 2009 at 12.00 noon. Applications received after the closing date for applications will not be considered. 

