The importance of evaluating honey and honey-based beverages for the beekeeper

The diversity of plants in different geographical, topographical and regional fields results in a substantial diversity of honey. This diversity is preserved with the help of evaluations, where beekeepers are motivated to produce monofloral honey, i.e. typical and pure types of honey, with which we seek to preserve the original quality of the honey as ensured by the beekeeper. Numerous researchers stress the importance of monofloral honey, which holds the highest price on the market. Some beekeepers expand their offer to cover various honey-based beverages (made from monofloral honey), thus enriching their sales range. The beekeeper can find confirmation of his work by participating in evaluations of honey and honey-based beverages, whose purpose is to monitor the quality, safety and purity of individual types of honey and honey-based beverages.

Why is evaluation important for the beekeeper?

The honey or honey-based beverage that has been evaluated is more interesting to the buyer, as they provide additional (visual) confirmation of the honey’s quality. With the evaluation, the honey or honey-based beverage achieves added value, which has become an increasingly more important factor in sales and one that distinguishes you from the rest. This additionally increases your recognisability on the sales market. Buyers of honey and other bee products, as well as products made from bee products, not only expect tested quality but also additional labels confirming that the product truly is of the best possible quality. You can offer them this by entering your honey or honey-based beverage for evaluation and thus obtain an international quality evaluation. The honey or honey-based beverages that have received a good evaluation on an international level will sell faster and enable you to increase your price. With minimal costs, you can do a lot for your promotion, which is the key to successful sales.

International evaluation of honey within the frameworks of the Apimedica & Apiquality 2010 forum in Slovenia

The evaluation of honey and honey-based beverages will take place according to rules and an evaluation system that were developed in Slovenia. We anticipate that we will receive numerous samples for evaluation – both national and international. After all, such a prestigious evaluation will not take place in our vicinity again very soon and we are convinced that beekeepers will make good use of this opportunity. The evaluation will be conducted by an experienced team including international appraisers with academic titles. The high professional qualification of all the appraisers has thus been assured.

Important deadlines for the international Apimedica & Apiquality 2010 evaluation of honey for beekeepers from abroad:
· Deadline for pre-registration: by 15 August 2010 

· Collection of samples by 28 September 2010 

· sensory evaluation from 29 to 30 September 2010 

· award ceremony on 1 October 2010 in Semič 

Important deadlines for the international Apimedica & Apiquality 2010 evaluation of honey-based beverages

· Deadline for pre-registration: by 15 August 2010 

· Collection of samples by 28 September 2010 

· sensory evaluation from 29 to 30 September 2010 

· award ceremony on 30 September 2010 in Maribor 

We hope that nature will set a rich table for our bees so that they will be able to produce large quantities of high-quality monofloral honey and numerous tasty honey-based beverages so that we will receive the highest marks in this international evaluation, thus acquiring recognisability, a higher price and confirmation of the quality of our honey and honey-based beverages on a global scale.

