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COST Action FA0803

Action FA0803: Prevention of honeybee Colony Losses (COLOSS)

Minutes of the 2nd Management Committee Meeting
 
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Zagreb, Svetosimunska cesta 25

Zagreb, Croatia, 4th March 2009
  
1
Welcome to participants

The participants of the MC meeting of COST Action FA0803 were welcomed by the Action Chair Dr. Peter Neumann. Then, the meeting was chaired by Dr. Peter Neumann.

2
Adoption of the agenda

The draft agenda was amended.
3
Presentation of the delegations 
A total of 33 participants from the following 23 Parties were attending the meeting: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom. The list of the participants of the meeting is presented in Annex 1.

4
Minimal number of participating Acceptances 

According to the changed Article 8 (see minutes of 1st MC meeting), the minimum number of Acceptances (50%) was present, so that the meeting could be considered as official.
5
General information on the COST mechanism
At the beginning of this item Dr. Peter Neumann gave a briefing on the COST mechanism to promote scientific and technical co-operation in Europe. Relevant information can be found on the COST-Website at http://www.cost.esf.org. Dr. Peter Neumann further informed the delegates about the principles and procedures related to the COST Actions and about the possibilities of getting activities funded from the COST budget (STSMs, Work shops, etc.).
6
Status of the Action

As of the 2nd Management Committee meeting, a total of 23 Parties had accepted the MoU according to the official records of the COST Council Secretariat. Three Parties have accepted since the last meeting: Denmark, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Israel.

7
Executive Committee

Since Dr. Ingemar Fries did not accept the Vice Chair position of WG2, this Executive Committee position was vacant. Dr. Marco Lodesani from Italy kindly requested to join the Executive Committee as WG2 vice chair. His request was confirmed with 22 Yes votes (0 No, 1 blank).
8
US CCD group update by James D Ellis

Prof. Dr. James D Ellis informed the Action about ongoing activities in the US. He offered that all requests on US activities should be addressed to him via e-mail. 

9
Working plan - organisation and management

Since the general assemblies are obviously too short to go into the details of specific subjects, it was decided to organise the following work shops to realize the objectives of our Action (votes: 23 yes, 0 No, 0 Blank):
High priority, to be conducted within the current funding period:

1. Standardisation of methods I (larval test)

2. Standardisation of methods II (Standardization of methods for vitality test)

3. Standardisation of methods III (new molecular tools)

4. Monitoring
To be conducted in the next funding period (29.05.2009 onwards)

1. Standardisation of methods IV (adult bees in hoarding cages)
2. Standardisation of methods V (stress factors at the colony level)
3. Standardisation of methods II (vitality testing of colonies at a European level¸ Biological control of Varroa development)
4. Ectoparasitic mites of honeybees, in particular Varroa destructor
5. Viruses
6. Nosema spp.
7. Additive effects (pesticides + X)

8. Diagnostic accuracy level (beekeeper vs. extension vs. research grade)

9. Diagnosis of honeybee diseases
10. Colony losses in China (depending on the COST status of China)

11. Colony losses in the USA (depending on the COST status of the USA)

12. Small hive beetle (depending on the COST status of the USA)

13. Varroa destructor in New Zealand (depending on the COST status of New Zealand and respective local funding)
It is the responsibility of each WG Chair and Vice Chair to organize the work shops in conjunction with the respective local hosts. This can be accomplished both through frequent contacts between WG Chairs / Vice Chairs and through use of STSMs. It was decided that each WG should have at least a minimum of two work shops in each funding period. The activities should be reported on at each future MC meeting and cross-fostering between WGs should be encouraged between meetings. To be eligible for COST reimbursement, it was decided that interest of work shop organisation should be on file with the Action Chair before 13.03.2009 (current funding period) or 01.05.2009 (next funding period). The Action Chair made this decision known to all MC members and other relevant COLOSS people using existing e-mail lists at the 08.03.2009.
In the course of the meeting, the Chairs and Vice Chairs also reported on the progress in their respective WGs:
Working Group 1: Dr. Wolfgang Ritter (WR) – Chair, Prof. Dr. Yves le Conte – Vice Chair
Dr. Ritter pointed out that we have prepared 3 level questionnaires (field vs. extension vs. research grade). Questionnaires can be used by everyone. Romée van der Zee is offering her web page to everyone, but the problem is that this is not covered by COST or any other financial source. It has been calculated that it would be 2000.- € per year / per country, which has not been finalised yet. In any case, financial support is needed as emphasized by Prof. Le Conte. The Action Chair suggested that Prof. Le Conte and Dr. Ritter should approach and coordinate this as well as a web-based data base.

Working Group 2: Dr. Peter Neumann – Chair, Dr. Marco Lodesani– Vice Chair

Working Group 3: Prof. Dr. Karl Crailsheim- Chair, Dr. Aleš Gregorc – Vice Chair

Working Group 4: Dr. Marina Meixner – Chair, MSc Cecilia Costa – Vice Chair

10.
STSM coordination
Everybody is invited to send suggestions and members are asking to distribute or to publish deadlines at web pages. It was emphasized that no money will be given to conduct the actual research but rather to cover transport and accommodation / daily allowance. Likewise, PhD students should be favoured. It was decided that STSMs will in general be granted at an ad hoc basis but should be envisaged well ahead to facilitate financial support by COST. To be eligible for COST reimbursement, it was decided that interest of participation in STSMs should be on file with the Action Chair before 13.03.2009 (current funding period) or on file with the STSM manager Dr. Tjeerd Blacquière before 1.04.2009 (1st batch of the next funding period). The Action Chair made this decision known to all MC members and other relevant COLOSS people using existing e-mail lists at the 08.03.2009. 
11
INTERNET/WEB site
Data collection on losses will be coordinated by Romée van der Zee. It should contain basic info on each member and a few key words. The 
Wiki – based web site should be used to share information, that everyone can participate and add info. Most important is the active participation of each member to foster the Action output. In next funding period from 1st 2009 to 31st May 2010 amount of 4000 € is planned to be spent as assistance for administration. Suggestion is to use this money to bring web site workable as Wikipedia

It was decided that the Action Chair can apply for the COST General Action support grant for the forthcoming funding period (Voting: Yes 23, No 0, Blank 0) to promote the hosting of the COLOSS website (http://www.coloss.org).
12
Special journal issues
Journal of Apicultural Research 
Dr. Peter Neumann gave a short presentation on the forthcoming special issue of the Journal of Apicultural Research on colony losses, which would provide a good scientific report right at the start of the Action. It was decided to allocate the necessary financial support to the publisher (about 5,600.- €) with the requirement that the issue will be open-access (Voting: Yes 22, No 0, Blank 1). Dr. Peter Neumann, being the guest editor of this special issue, will further organize this matter following the Short COST Guideline for publication. This application should be made for next financial period. The issue will provide a general overview of COLOSS and the countries. The data must be original to justify publication. Authors should only be persons that have actively contributed to the paper. The reviewing process will be standard with at least 2 referees. There will be mini-reviews on each Workgroup with a maximum of 3-4 printed pages. Deadline for submission of material is 30th April 2009. The Action Chair made this decision known to all MC members and other relevant COLOSS people using existing e-mail lists at the 08.03.2009. Non-COST countries will be asked by the editor Dr. Peter Neumann to have a global overview.

Apidologie

Prof. Le Conte announced that there will be a special issue of Apidologie on bee health and asked if it could also be supported by COST. The minimal funds are approximately 350.- € / article or around 5000.- € for the whole issue. This issue will cover bee health with Articles based on original data, but primarily review articles. Therefore, it will be complementary with the special issue of the Journal of Apicultural Research. If this issue will be financed, it will also be open access. The management committee voted in favour for this (Voting: Yes 21, No 0, Blank 2). 
13
Distribution of tasks

The Action Chair asked for more support in managing the Action, e.g. by providing relevant information at the web side, which appeared reasonable in light of the high number of participating countries. The members of the Executive Committee agreed on more specific directions for future support requests by the Action Chair, incl. deadlines for specific tasks.
14
Place and date of future meetings

It was decided to hold the autumn meeting (5th COLOSS conference) in Montpellier, France on September 14-15 prior to the 41st Apimondia Conference. It has been agreed that a workshop subvention of up to 3,000.- € will be allocated (if required by the local organizer). A deadline was set for registration for the Montpellier meeting. To be eligible for COST reimbursement, it was decided that interest of participation should be on file with the Action Chair before 1.05.2009. The Action Chair made this decision known to all MC members and other relevant COLOSS people using existing e-mail lists at the 08.03.2009. 
A satellite meeting at this next autumn meeting will be focussed on references important to the objectives of our Action (e.g. via joint reference manager or end note files, etc.). 
It was further decided to hold the spring meeting 2010 in Ljubljana, Slovenia in March. Spain also kindly suggested being a host which will be postponed in favour of Slovenia. The costs should be estimated roughly and soon to facilitate COST support. The precise timing will be doodled by Dr. Peter Neumann after consultation with the local hosts Dr. Gregorc. 
Dr. Ritter suggested to have a symposium on colony losses at the next Apimondia conference after the 5th COLOSS conference and asked Dr. Peter Neumann to organise this matter. The Action Chair accepted the duty and asked for 12 oral contributions with 2-3 talks per workgroup. It was pointed out by the Action Chair that it is important to separate at this symposium poisonings from winter and other and bee losses. 

14
Non-COST countries

The matter was raised whether the requests of the non-COST countries have been approved by the COST office or not. Dr. Peter Neumann will investigate this matter further with the COST office. Prof. Haddad from Jordan raised problem associated with visas. Likewise, the question of hosting a meeting in Jordan in relation to covering expenses for participants from COST funds was discussed. From Bosnia and Herzegovina, MSc Santrac pointed out that they expect to sign the MoU and in the mean time they have domestic fund for their representatives for participation in this Cost action.
15
Any Other Business

It was decided that the Action Chair will again contact the COST officer in Turkey to try to speed up the procedure of accepting the MoU. Dr. Peter Neumann did this already at the 25.11.08, but has received no reply since then. Since the Action will only be open for new members until the deadline 1st June 2009, it was discussed how applications to join the COLOSS network should be handled in the future. The decision was postponed to the next autumn meeting in France.
16
Closing of the meeting

In closing the meeting on 4.03.2009 at 13:02 hrs Action Chair Dr. Peter Neumann expressed his gratitude to the members of the Management Committee for their active participation in the meeting.
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Annex 2: Agenda of the Meeting
Agenda of the 2nd Management Committee Meeting
 
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Zagreb, Svetosimunska cesta 25

Zagreb, Croatia, 4th March 2009
1
Welcome to participants

2
Adoption of the agenda

3
Presentation of the delegations

4
Minimal number of participating Acceptances (half of the MC present = 26)

5 
General information on COST 
6
Status of the Action

7
Executive Committee

Request by Dr. Marco Lodesani. 

8
US CCD group update by James D Ellis

9
Working plan - organisation and management

10
STSM coordination (Dr. Tjeerd Blacquiere)
Guidelines for the implementation of Short-Term Scientific Missions (Annex 5)

Four applications until the deadline 16.02.2009:

11
INTERNET/WEB site 

General support Grant 2009 for the website (2.000 Euro)?

12
Special JAR issue 

Money for special issue of the Journal of Apicultural Research on colony losses (about 5,600.- = open-access issue)

13
Distribution of tasks


The Action Chair asked for more support in managing the Action, e.g. by providing relevant information at the web side. 

14
Place and date of future meetings

Montpellier, France 14.-15.09.2009.

Local support grant? (3000.- € if required by the local organizer).

Deadline for registration: 1.07.2009. The Action Chair made this decision known to all network MC members and other relevant COLOSS people using existing e-mail lists.

14
Non-COST countries

15
Any Other Business

16
Closing of the meeting
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