Ph.D. fellow in 

Bee Health: host-parasite interactions and landscape complexity

Faculty of Life Science, University of Copenhagen
Department of Agriculture and Ecology, Faculty of Life Sciences at University of Copenhagen is offering a PhD scholarship commencing 1 April 2012 or soon thereafter. The application deadline is 1 February 2012
Aim:

The project will aim to achieve an integrated study of key factors that determine the general health of bees. Emphasis will be on honeybees but additional interfaces relevant for bumblebees and/or solitary bees can be considered. Topics to be addressed may include: 1) Multivariate analyses of large-scale monitoring data already collected from Danish apiaries, 2) Assessment of fitness parameters in landscapes of varying heterogeneity, 3) Quantifying parasite pressure in apiaries, 4) Behavioural studies of disease transmission. 

Background:

The ecosystem services provided to European agriculture by pollinators have a value of 22 billion € per year. The ongoing decline of wild and managed bees therefore represents a significant challenge for future food production, healthy human diets, and the protection of biodiversity throughout Europe. The cause of bee colony losses is believed to be multi-factorial and to include parasites and diseases, habitat destruction, and various environmental stress factors emanating from pesticides and lack of floral diversity.

The PhD student will be based at the Department of Agriculture and Ecology, Zoology Section http://www.agreco.life.ku.dk/English/research/Insectpathology.aspx, where a productive research group on fungal bee diseases has become established as part of the Centre for Social Evolution http://www1.bio.ku.dk/english/research/oe/cse.  
The successful applicant should have qualifications within several of the following areas: 

· Entomology and/or Apiculture, 
· Microbiology and/or Mycology

· Population ecology and/or Evolutionary biology

Experience with social insects, molecular techniques and/or statistical methods will be an asset.

Application Procedure

Find the full advert and the apply online link at http://www.ku.dk/english/available_positions/vip/
The application must be received no later than 1 February 2012. Applications received later than this date will not be considered. 
Contact person: Annette Bruun Jensen abj@life.ku.dk
